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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

Founded in 1943, Utkal University is the 17th University of the country and the first of Orissa. It
is the result of the efforts of Pandit Nilakantha Dash, Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati,
Pandit Godavarish Mishra and many others who envisioned a progressive education system for
modern Odisha.

The University started functioning on 27 November 1943, at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. It
originated as an affiliating and examining body but shifted to its present campus spread over
400 acres of land at Vaniviharin Bhubaneswar, in 1962.

A number of Postgraduate Departments and other centres were established in the University
campus. There are presently more than two hundred general affiliated colleges under the
University. It has eleven autonomous colleges under its jurisdiction, twenty-eight constituent
postgraduate departments, 2 constituent law colleges and a Directorate of Distance &
Continuing Education. It boasts of a centre for Population Studies, a School of Women’s
Studies, an Academic Staff College, a pre-school and a high school. The University also offers a
number of self-financing courses.

NAAC accredited in its 3" cycle with A+ status in 2023. It is a member of the Indian
Association of Universities and the Commonwealth Association of Universities.
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From the Director’s Desk

The Centre for Distance and Online Education, originally established as the University
Evening College way back in 1962 has travelled a long way in the last 52 years. ‘EDUCATION
FOR ALL’ is our motto. Increasingly the Open and Distance Learning institutions are aspiring to
provide education for anyone, anytime and anywhere. CDOE, Utkal University has been constantly
striving to rise up to the challenges of Open Distance Learning system. Nearly one lakh students
have passed through the portals of this great temple of learning. We may not have numerous great
tales of outstanding academic achievements but we have great tales of success in life, of recovering
lost opportunities, tremendous satisfaction in life, turning points in career and those who feel that
without us they would not be where they are today. There are also flashes when our students figure
in best ten in their honours subjects. Our students must be free from despair and negative attitude.
They must be enthusiastic, full of energy and confident of their future. To meet the needs of quality
enhancement and to address the quality concerns of our stake holders over the years, we are
switching over to self instructional material printed courseware. We are sure that students would go
beyond the course ware provided by us. We are aware that most of you are working and have also
family responsibility. Please remember that only a busy person has time for everything and a lazy
person has none. We are sure, that you will be able to chalk out a well planned programme to study
the courseware. By choosing to pursue a course in distance mode, you have made a commitment
for self improvement and acquiring higher educational qualification. You should rise up to your
commitment. Every student must go beyond the standard books and self instructional course
material. You should read number of books and use ICT learning resources like the internet,
television and radio programmes etc. As only limited number of classes will be held, a student
should come to the personal contact programme well prepared. The PCP should be used for
clarification of doubt and counseling. This can only happen if you read the course material before
PCP. You can always mail your feedback on the course ware to us. It is very important that one
should discuss the contents of the course materials with other fellow learners.

We wish you happy reading.

DIRECTOR
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