GENERIC ELECTIVE I: ACADEMIC WRITING AND
COMPOSITION

This is a generic academic preparatory course designed to develop the students’
writing skills from basic to academic and research purposes. The aim of this
course is to prepare students to succeed in complex academic tasks in writing
along with an improvement in vocabulary and syntax.

Unit 1 Instruments of writing |

e Vocabulary development: synonyms and antonyms; words used as different
parts of speech; vocabulary typical to ‘science’ and ‘commerce’
e Collocation; effective use of vocabulary in context

Unit 2 Instruments of writing Il

e Syntax: word order; subject-predicate; subject-verb agreement; simple,
complex, compound, compound-complex sentences; structure and uses of
active and passive sentences

e Common errors in Indian writing

Unit 3 Academic writing |
e What is academic writing?
e The formal academic writing process: the ‘what’ and the ‘how’ of writing;
use of cohesive and transitional devices in short and extended pieces of
writing

Unit 4 Academic writing Il
e Paragraph writing: topic sentence, appropriate paragraph development ;
expository, descriptive, narrative and argumentative paragraphs

e Extended pieces of writing: process development using comparison-
contrast, cause and effect, argumentation, and persuasion

Unit 5 Project writing: (writing projects)

e What's a Project: reading-based, field work-based project : how to pick a
topic for the project; background reading



e Structure of a Project: Title, aim of the project (a short statement), other
objectives if any, significance of the Project : why is the project being
undertaken, sources/books to be consulted for the study, method: Is it
quantitative (field work) or qualitative (text-related),
analysis/interpretation, findings, conclusion
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