DSC - Il - INDIAN SOCIETY

Every society has its own peculiar structure and there are some institutions
universal to every society, but with their unigue manifestations in each society.
There are some change agents and initiatives that enable the society to change
with the passage of time. This paper focuses on the structure of the Indian
society and the changing aspects with the processes operating, change agents

and initiatives.

Objectives: After studying these two papers on Indian society, the student can
e Get an impression about the basic composition of Indian society, its
historical moorings, basic philosophical foundations of the society and
the institutions.
e Learn about the changing institutions, the processes, the agents and the
interventions that bring about change in the Indian society.
Learning Outcomes: This paper is expected to bring familiarity in a student
about Indian society. It will present a comprehensive, integrated and
empirically —based profile of Indian society. It is hoped that the structure and
processes operative in the society, the change agents operating in Indian
society presented in this course will also enable students to gain a better

understanding of their own situation and region.

unit-1 : Composition of Indian Society : Caste, Tribe, Religion, Language.

Unity in Diversities, Threats to national integration

unit-2 : Hindu Social Organisation: Bases of Hindu Social Organization,

Varna, Ashrama and Purushartha. Doctrine of Karma.

Unit-3 : Marriage and Family in India: Hindu marriage as Sacrament,
Forms of Hindu Marriage. The Hindu joint family: Patriarchal and
Matriarchal systems. Marriage and family among the Muslims.

Changes in the institutions of Marriage and Family.



unit-4 : The Caste system in India: Origin, Features and Functions. Caste

and Class, The Dominant Caste, Changes in Caste system, Caste
and Politics in India Constitutional and legal provisions for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes.

Unit-5: Social Change in Modern India : Sanskritization, Westernization,

Secularization, and Modernization
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